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MAXINE, Shannon! Come back herel Shannon Come .
What are you up to? . . . Ob, my God, stop him! For Gods
ke, somebody stop him! (Sbe s off L. Shannon returns, pan-
ing, spent. He is followed by HMaxine.) Shannon, go in your room
and stay there unil that party’s gone.
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SHANNON. Don't give me orders,

MAXINE. You do what I tell you to do or I'll have you removed,
you know where.

SHANNON. Don’t push me, dont pull at me, Maxine.
MAXINE. All right, do as I say.

SHANNON. Shannon obeys only Shannon,

MAXINE. You'll sing a different tune if they put you where they
put you in ’thirty-six. Remember *thirty-six, Shannon?
SHANNON. Okay, Maxine, just—let me breathe alone, please.
1 won’t go but L will lie in a—hammock.

MAXINE. Shannon, go into Fred's room where I can watch you.
SHANNON. Later, Maxine, not yet.

MAXINE, Why do you alwavs come here to crack up, Shannon?
(Bus horn sounds.)

SHANNON. 1¢'s the hammock, Maxine, the hammork by the
rain-forest. . . .

MAXINE. Oh, my God, the money. They haven't paid the bill.
1 got 10 go back down there and collect my money. Entiendes!
Vejilalo! (Pancho, watch bimt Hear?) (Then she rushes back
down the bill to collect, sbouting “Hey! Jaket Wait a minutel”y
SHANNON. What did 1 do? (Shakes his bead stunned) —I
don’t know what 1 did. . . . (Hannab lfts the gauze curtain of
ber cubicle but doesn't come out. Sbe is softly lighted so that
she looks, again, like a medieval sculpture of a saiut: ber pale
qold hair catches the soft light: she bas let it down and still holds
the silver-backed brush with which she was brushing it) God
Almighty, I What did T do? [ don’t know what I did! (Breath-
less, spasmodic laugbter. He repeats the question in Spanish to
Pancho who informs bim, in Spanish, that be pissed on the ladies
luggage.) Que he hecho? Que he hecha?

PANCHO. Se meo sobre los velises de las sefioras. (Shannon tries
to laugh with bim: the boy bends double with amusement. Shan-
now's laughter dics out in little choked spasms, Below the bill,
the roar of the bus motor.y

SHANNON. There go my ladies, ha ha! There goes my—Tladies,
the last of my—ha hal—fadies. . . . (He bends far over the ve-
randaly rail: then straightens violently and, with an animal outcry,
beyins to pull violently at the chain suspending the gold cross
about bis neck and Pancho watches indifferently as the chain cuts
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[image: image2.jpg]the back of Shannon's neck, Harab lifts the gauze net again and

AH. Mr. Shannon, stop that! You're cutting yourself do-

ing that, that isn't necessary, so stop it! (He breaks the chain and

hurls the cross 1o ibe ground. He starts off.) Where are you going,

what are you going to do?

SHANNON. (As be exits U. €. Pm going swimming, 'm going

t0 swim out to Chinal

HANNAH, (Jo the Mexicans) Cojerlo! Cojerlo! (Maxine re-

enters, counting Jake's money. She orders the Hexicans 1o catch

Shannon.)

MAXINE. Cojerlo! Esté loco! Esté loco! Cojerla! No escapat

Traelo aquil, Traelo anui! Aqui! No escapa! (n a few moments

< hauled back up from the beach and onto the verandab
is hauled onto the verandab and roped into

strugale ceal

struggle . bistrionics_mastly. Bui Hannab wrings ber bands as

Shannon 75 ted wp- T gasps Jor brealh.)

HANNAH. The ropes are too tight on his chest!

MAXINE, No, they're not! He's acting, acting! He likes it!

know this black Irish bastard like nobody ever knowed him, so

ou keep out of it, honey. He cracks up like this so regular thar

you set 2 calendar by it, every eighteen months he does it, and

wice hes done it here and Tve had to pay for his mudical care.

“Now T'm going to call In town fo get a doctor to come out here

and give him 2 knock-out injection and if he's not etter tomor-

1ow, he's going into the Casa de Locos again like he did the last

time he cracked up on me! (She exits, followed by the boys)

SHANNON. Miss Jelkes?

HANNAH. Yes.

SHANNON. Where are you?

HANNAH, P right here behind you. Can I do anythiog for

you?

SHANNON. Sit here where I can sce you: don’t stop talking: |

have to fight this panic. (Pause. She moves a chair beside bis

bammock. The Germans troop up front ihe bus. They are de-
e e it o Wit slliie el s Sl el





